Chantry House

Safequarding Childrew and Child Protection Policy

At Chantry House Nursery School, we comply with safeguarding procedure and i+ is our duty to record
and report to the appropriate services any concerns regarding possible abuse of children v our care
(emotional, physical, sexual or neglect). We work alovgside parents, external anencies, children and the
community ensurivg the welfare and safety of children and giving them the very best start in life. The
health, safety and welfare of the children in our care is of the utmost importance and children have
the right to protection reaardless of age, gender, race, culture, backaround or disability. We support
the children within our care, protect them from maltreatment and have robust procedures v place to
prevent the impairment of children’s healthh and development,

Under our safeguarding policy, we ensure we monitor childrew’s attendance in order +o lookont for
patterns of abuse. We ensure we ask for reasons for absence and we record this on the Tapestry
Register i order to keep a loa. If a child who is under a Child Protection Plaw is absewt, we ewsure to
report this to the Inutegrated Frowt Door (IFD) accordingly.

We ensure that we are confident in our traiving v order to identify the sigus of abuse v order to
recognise if something might be wrong and to act accordivgly to protect those withiv our care. We
evsure we are able to look out for signs such as:

® TFailure to thrive or not meeting developmental milestones

Seemivg scared or withdraww

Unexplaived or repeated injuries

Tlvwesses or ijuries viot being addressed appropriately

Twjuries or marks in suspicious places where a child would vot easily bruise/mark, e.g. imver thigh,
torso, ears, veck, wrists, avkles, etc.

Chavges in behaviour, i.e. agaressive behaviour

Low self esteem

Habitual body rocking

Attention seeking behaviour or excessive clivgivess

Peer on peer abuse - This can +ake the form of bullying, plhysically hurting other children, emotional or
sexual abuse. Just as we would any other type of abuse, we must report this v the same way
ensuring support for both the victim and the perpetrator as they may also be a victim of abuse.

Physical abuse - T+ is important to take action if we believe a child has a physical injury that has been
intentionally inflicted or knowingly not prevewted, this also vcludes deliverate poisoning. It is vital to
look out for any bruising or injuries on a child in unusual places, such as, fleshy parts of the arms and
legs, the torso, back, wrists, avkles, face. We must ewsure that we record all accidents that childrew
come in to nursery with or occur at wursery while in our care using the Tapestry Care Diary. Babies are
at high risk of being shakew or throww, it is also important +o look out for scalding and burvs.
Fabricated illness is another form of physical abuse to be aware of, this is where a parewt or carer
fabricates the symptoms or deliberately induces illnesses v a child. Breast Ironivg is a procedure
where a young ajirls’ breasts are flatteved through iroving or pouvded down, it is believed to protect

them from rape or harassmewt, this isn't somethivg that is likely to be seen at wursery age but to
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always be aware of. Tf we have concerns about an injury, be sure to report this to a DSL (Felicity
ward-Worsley and/or Douna Thompson) and fill out a, concerns form, accordingly.

Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young persov +o perform acts of a sexual nature,
these acts may vot necessarily involve high levels of violence, they might involve physical contact
(assanlt by pevetration, rape, oral sex) or von-penetrative acts (masturbation, kissing, rubbing,
touching). This caw also nclude involving childrew in looking at or beivg in the production of sexual
Images, watching sexual activities, grooming children v preparation for sexual abuse and evcouragivg
inappropriate sexual activity between children. Childrew and young people are at risk of beivg groomed
ovline Iy bothh males and females. This includes the risk of Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE), this is
where a group of people take advantage of a child mavipulating them into engaaging v sexual activity

Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child cansing significant adverse
effects ov their emotional development. An example of emotional abuse is conveyivg o a child that
they're worthless, uiloved or inadequate. T+ can also be holding childrew back, stoppivng them from
expressing their views, silencing them, making fun of them, having unreasonable expectations or
prevewting them from having normal social interactions. Cyber bullying is also a form of emotional
abuse. Signs and ndicators of a child or young person experiencing emotional abuse can be: shyivg away
or being excessively clinay from a particular adult, being withdrawn, lackivg in confidence, aggression.

Neglect is a persistent failure to meet a child’s basic needs cansing a serions impairment to their
health and/or development. Neglect can involve a parent neglecting to provide adeduate food or shelter
for the child, not protecting them from danger or harm, inadequate supervision, ot providing access +o
medical care and vealecting a child’s emotional needs. A child experiencing vealect can be identified in a
number of ways such as, their appearance- coming to nursery looking unclean, ukept, wearing
clothes/shoes that are oo big, too small or inappropriate or dirty, comivg to nursery in uncleav vappies
or even still wearivg the same vappy from the day before, being persistently hungry. Tt is a form of
neglect if a child has aw illness or disability that the parent is refusing to address. T+ is likely for a
child experience neglect to appear withdrawn, clinay or emotional. Neglect can start during preguancy
due to materval substance abuse

Sigus and indicators of sexual abuse:

Twdicating sexual activity through words, role play or drawings

Obsessive interest or extensive knowledge on sexual matters

Appearing worried during care routines, i.e. havivg their clothes or nappy chavged
Gevital +rauma, i.e. discharge, bruises betweewn the legs, sious of an STD, bleedivg
Changes in behaviour- withdrawn, overly extroverted

Particularly clingy or withdrawn from a particular adult

If a child discloses nformation +o you about sexual abuse, it is vital to follow the settings
safeguarding procedure and immediately speak +o your DSLs (Felicity Ward-worsley, Donma Thompson,
Kodi Thompsom .

Prevent Duty and Radicalisation- A+ Chantry House Nursery, we work with accordance +o Section 26 of
the Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015 and Working Together to Safeguard Childrevw 2019, we
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miderstand the importance of staff members being able to recognise and idewtify vulverable children
and protect childrev from the risk of radicalisation ensuring we are promoting British Values as an
ntegral part of our curriculum.

We ensure staff have an extevsive knowledge v this area and are confident +o notice changes in
behaviour such as:

® Tsolating from family and friends

Talking as if from a scripted speech

Unwillinguess +to discuss their views

A sudden disrespectful attitude towards others

Twereased levels of avger

Secretiveness around internet use

I order to tackle the risk of radicalisation, we ensure that we:

® Train all staff buildivg their confidence to idewtify radicalisation and v understanding Prevent Duty

® Ttusure that all staff kuow how to identify early ndicators of radicalisation and how +o act upoun
+their concervs

® Eusure that if any staff have concervs relating to extremism, that a referral is made o the
Police or the Government helplive v a timely mawer

® Provide an ivclusive ewvironment, teaching children about +olerance thronagh British values

® (Uise the Government document Prevent Duty Guidance for England and Wales

Looked After Childrew- At Chantry house Nursery School, we provide quality provision based on equal
opportumities for all children and their families, staff are committed o doivg all that +they can to
enable “looked after” children within their care. We are aware that children looked after have often
experienced fraumatic situations, but ot all looked after children have experienced abuse and there is
a ravge of reasons for children +o be taken into Local Authority. A child’s separation from their home
and family signifies a sigmificant disruption to their emotional well-being, this provides us with av
urgevey to ensure that all staff are trained +o understand Safequarding Policies and Procedures and
places an emphasis ov our veed to promote childrev’s right o be strong, resilient and listeved to.
where applicable, the Designated Safeaquardivg Leads (Felicity Ward-worsley and/ or Freya Potter) will
contribute to any assessiment about the child, and attend any meetings as appropriate, they will be
required also o create a Personal Education Plan (PEP) for any childrev aged 3-5 years under Social
Workers.

Tt is important o ensure that +the Desiguated Safeguarding Leads put v place a care plav alongside
carers and other professionals +o:
® Weet the child's emotional veeds

® Support a sevse of self, culture, language, ete.

® Support any special needs

® (lnderstand how information will be shared with foster carers and Local Anthority and what
information is shared with other professionals

®  (uderstand what contact their birth parewts have and any information weeded surrounding this
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® Pe aware of who is permitted to collect and what information is permitted to be shared with
those collecting

Female Gevital WMutilation (FGW) is a procedure v which a female’s genital organs are changed and
injured, there is vio medical reason for this and tewds +o be practised with ethnic groups as a cultural
ritual. This procedure canses severe, immediate and/or long-term heatth consequences, such as: effects
to meuntal health, urinary infections, septicaemia, incontinence, difficulties in child birth and even death.
Tw accordavce with Working Together +o Safeguard Children 2019, it is our duty to protect young gjirls
from this illegal and extremely harmful form of abuse by working alongside other agewcies and ensurivg
staff's knowledge withiv this area is refreshed. Whew a child is identified as “at risk” of Female
Genital Mutilation, or there are concerns of this, this must be brought to the attention of the child’s
@GP, Health Visitor, the child’s Social Care Team and wost importantly, the Police (v accordance with
Section 47 of the Children’s Act 1424).

Human Trafficking and WModerw Slavery - At Chavtry House Nursery School, we are aware of the
Woderw Slavery Act which covers slavery, forced labour and hamaw trafficking. This is becoming a wmore
freauent type of abuse mvolving children being recruited, moved, travsported, exploited, forced +o work
or sold ow. Children experievcing this are also likely to be subject +o abuse, such as, physical, sexual
and/or emotional abuse. T there are concerns a child wmay be at risk, it is important to follow
Safeguarding Procedures by contacting the Police and Local Aunthority.

Recording Safeguarding avd Child Protection concerns- Our practitioners have a duty to protect and
promote the welfare of children. Staff wmay often be the first people to identify a concern and may well
be the first people in whom children disclose information suagesting abuse.

when recording suspicions of abuse and disclose, we will be sure +o record:
The name, address and Date of Birth of the child

Date and time of the disclosure or concern

The exact words from the child disclosivg information

Nawme of any person(s) presewt

Any discussion had with parents/care

Name and signature of persov completing report

Allegations agaivst adults working or voluwteering with childrev- Tu the evewt that aw allegation has

been made about a member of staff, student or volunteer it is important +o follow the correct

procedure as follows:

® Twmmediately report this to the Designated Safeguarding Leads (Felicity Ward- Worsley or Dovna
Thompson).

® LADO, Ofsted and West Sussex Children Safeguarding Partuership will be informed of the
allegation immediately in order to nvestigate this promptly and effectively.

® LADO (Local Authority Designated Officer) will be able +o offer advice and guidance ov what +o do.

We will ensure that staff follow instructions and co-operate with Ofsted and LADO

® At Chantry House Nursery School, we reserve the right to suspend any member of staff
midergoing nvestigation,
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® Support will be provided to anyone affected by the allegation.

Euguiries/imvestigations/interviews will all be documented and securely to maintaiv confidentiality.

® Any unfounded allegations result v all rights being reinstated. However, founded allegations will be
passed onto the relevant organisations such as the Local Authority's Childrew’s Social Care team.

® Tu the eveut that an offence is believed +o have been committed, the police will be informed and
there will be an immediate termination of employment. Ofsted will be informed of the decision
made and the Disclosure & Barring Services (DBS) will be votified.

® At Chantry House Nursery School, we have the right +o dismiss anyone in connection with the
allegations

® All records of such allegations will be kept until retirement age or for 21 years avd 3 months
(whichever of these time periods are longer) ewsuring that accurate information is available for
references and DBS checks

Domestic Abuse, Honour Based Violence and Forced Warriage

Dowmestic abuse is ca+@@orised as incidents or patterns of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour,
violence or abuse between partners and/or family members (Section 7¢ of the Serious Crime Act 2015).
We are aware that abuse can happen to anjone of any gevder, age, social background, religion, sexuality,
ethnicity. In order to protect those from the risk of Pomestic Abuse, we ensure we are confident in
recognising the signs of those vietim to this or at risk, such as: beivg quiet, avxious, frightened,
tearful, aggressive, distracted, depressed, bruising, their mawner of dressing (hiding imjuries by

coverivg up), a partuer or ex stalking them or exerting av winsual number of demands (i.e., controllivg
work schedule) patterns of lateness or abseuces at work. Tf we have concerns that someone is
experiencing or at risk of domestic abuse, we will be sure to share this information with exterual
orgavisations who offer support on domestic violence. We will respect confidentiality in the matter,
however, if we feel someone is at immediate risk or it is a child protection manver thew we will share
our concerns without permission. (24-hour Domestic Helpline: 00D 2000 247F).

Hovour Based Violence is a form of domestic abuse which occurs in the wame of “hovour”. In some
religions or cultures, it is believed that certaiv actions bring shame upon their family resultivg in
punishiment, for example, rejecting forced marriage, havivg relationships that are vot approved,
wearing the wrowg clothing, wearing make-up. We ensure that we follow our safequardivg procedure if
we have concerus abont this.

Forced marriage is a crimival offence. A+ Chavtry House Nursery, we are aware that mqu@&l
marriages are a part of some cultural practices. We are also aware there is a clear difference between
a warriage that is consented and both parties agree +o the marriage, and a forced one. Tf we are
aware of a forced marriaoe occurring, we will be sure to report this to the appropriate body, if the
person is under 19 vears of age, +his will be reported to the childrew’s social care team.

witcheraft avd faith related abuse

Witcheraft is a form of abuse linked +o a faith or belief, certain cultures or religions may have a ‘belief
n spiritual possession’, believing that an evil force has entered and is controlling the child, or referring
to being a ‘witch’ and having the ability to harm others using aw evil force. Tn some cultures, abuse
occurs when an attempt is made to exorcise or deliver the child, this is an attempt to expel evil spirits
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from a child. Childrew involved in Witcheraft and faith related abuse suffer damage to both their
physical and mewtal health, it affects their capacity to learw, ability to form relationships and their
self-esteem.

witcheraft terms: black magjic, kindoki, wdoki, evil eve, dijans, voodoo, obealn, child sorcerers.

Sigus and indicators of Witcheraft and faith related abuse: bruises, burvs, cuts, strangulation marks
around the veck, marks on their wrists as if they've been tied up, sore eves as if they've had chilli
rubbed on their eyes, isolated and withdraww, believing they've been possessed, phrases such as “devil
in them” being nsed, medical veeds being vealected, lack of supervision, poor school attendance, poor
hygiene, nourishmewt, imappropriate clothing.

TheRole of the Desiguated Safeauardivg Lead

Busure that the settings safeguarding policy is up +o date and reviewed in line with guidavce and
encouraging all staff +o read and develop an understand of the safeguarding policy

Take the lead respondivg +o any concervs raised

Provide advice, support and guidance to staff on safeguarding matters

Tdentify children at risk of abuse

Provide support to families

Ligise with the Local Anthority and outside agencies v regard to child protection

Mavage and monitor accidents and incidents

Attend safeguarding conferences and meetings as required

Legal Framework

Children Act 1929 and 2004

Childcare Act 2006 (amended 2.019)

Safeaunarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006

Children & Social Work Act 2017

The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2020
Working Together to Safeguard Childrevw 201%

wWhat To Do If You're Worried a Child is Being Abused 2015
Counter-Terrorisim and Security Act 2015

Keeping Children Safe in Education 2019

Data Protection 2019

Tuspecting Safeguardivg in Early Years, Education and Skills settings 2019
Prevent Duty 2015

This Policy was adopted on Sigmed on behalf of the wursery Date for review

2/03/2026 Dona Thompson 2/03/2027

Chavtry House Nursery School, Chichester Gate, Termivns Road, Chichester, West Sussex, PO1A EL



